
 

 

On March 7, 2008, the Iowa Supreme Court ruled in favor of Shelter House 

by overturning a lower court’s decision and allowing the construction of a 

new facility to finally move forward.  

 
In early 2004, Shelter House purchased the property at 429 Southgate 

Avenue in Iowa City, receiving an exemption from the Board of Adjustment 

to construct a new building at this location. But in June 2005, District Court 

Judge David Remley nullified this exemption, siding with local residents and 

business owners who argued that the new shelter would increase crime and 

lower property values in the area. Both the City of Iowa City and Shelter 

House appealed this ruling before the Iowa Supreme Court on             

March 5, 2007. 

 
In handing down the court’s unanimous decision, Chief Justice Marsha 

Ternus wrote, “Because we think there was substantial evidence to support 

the board’s finding that property values would not be adversely affected, we 

reverse the judgment of the district court.”  

“It’s a heavy sigh of relief to see the decision finally come through,” said 

Shelter House Executive Director Crissy Canganelli. “It was such a burden 

to have to turn people away all the time.”  

 

The new facility will have space for more than twice as many residents as 

the current shelter and will also have designated areas for families, single 

men, single women, and veterans. The entire project is estimated to cost       

$4 million and construction is expected to begin in the spring of 2009. To 

date, approximately $1.5 million has been raised through grants and private    

donations.  

 
A warm welcome and thank you is extended to the members of the Shelter 

House Capital Campaign Committee: Katherine Burford (Campaign Man-

ager), Connie Champion (Campaign Chair), Jim Hayes, Mary Larew, Joyce 

Leff, James Merchant, Jim and Maureen Mondanero, Lynn Rowat, and Alan 

and Liz Swanson 
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Iowa Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Shelter House 

Dale and Kay Prediger Endowment Program 
In January 2008, the Dale and Kay Prediger Endowment for Employment 

Assistance program was created through a generous gift of $700,000 from 

Dale and Kay Prediger. This endowment will provide ongoing support for the 

Shelter House Supported Training and Access to Resources (STAR)  

Program. 

 

STAR offers comprehensive case management services including life skills 

and vocational training, educational assistance, child care services, and 

referrals to substance abuse and mental health counseling. Staff members 

help their clients find affordable housing, join the workforce, and ultimately 

take part in and contribute to their community. Clients are able to         

participate in this program for up to two years and continue to meet with 

case managers even after their stay at the shelter.  

 
Thanks to the generosity of the Predigers, the STAR Program will be able 

to continue helping individuals achieve self-sufficiency and change their 

lives through long-term mentoring and support. For more information about 

STAR call 319-338-5416. 

 

See page 3 for  one of the STAR Program’s many success stories. 
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Shelter House is a non-profit organization that has provided housing and supportive services to the homeless of southeast 

Iowa since 1983. Shelter House is Johnson County’s only general use homeless shelter, providing transitional shelter to 

men, women, and children, the disabled, and the elderly. Our mission is to provide shelter, basic, and transitional         

resources, while encouraging self-sufficiency, to any person in our community who is homeless. 

 
Donations currently needed 

Seasonally appropriate clothing  Blankets and bed linens Telephone calling cards 

Iowa City and Coralville bus passes Discount store gift cards Toiletries 

Food and coffee   Office supplies  Postage stamps 

Cleaning supplies   Laundry detergent  Pots and pans 

Diapers    Backpacks and book bags 

 
Board of Directors 2008-2009 

Jean Berge, Ross DeValois, Alan Elgar, Sarah Hunold, Sarah Fletcher, Pat Furchtenicht, Victor Janey, Bobby Jett, Becky 

Johnson, Garry Klein, Gale Kolbet, Chris Ledman, Mary McMurray, Gay Mikelson, Jeff Nock, Betty Norbeck, Dottie Pers-

son, Mel Schlachter, Tom Werderitsch, Frederick Woodard 

About Shelter House 



 

 

Thank you to Judith 

Crossett and Trinity 

Episcopal Church who       

sponsored a book sale 

on March 1, 2008, to 

benefit Shelter House. 

You can now make     

donations to Shelter 

House online with    

Click ‘n’ Pledge. Visit 

shelterhouseiowa.org 

and click on Donate. 

Members of the Iowa 

City Junior Service 

League presented   

Shelter House with a 

check for $15,000 at 

their Annual Spring 

Luncheon. 

The Junior Service 

League has also pledged 

$50,000 to the new  

facility and is           

sponsoring the new 

Children’s Play Room 

and Study Room. 

Thank you to members 

of the Unitarian        

Universalist Society of 

Iowa City who held a 

benefit luncheon on May 

8, raising more than 

$925 for Shelter House. 

STAR Program Success Story 
The following is a success story from the STAR     

Program that illustrates the impact that Shelter House 

has on people’s lives. 

 
Laura is a wheelchair-bound mother of six children 

ranging in age from 8 to 21 years old. She receives 

Social Security disability benefits and suffers from 

chronic rheumatoid arthritis. Laura’s family has      

experienced several periods of homelessness and for 

five months in 2007, she lived with four of her children 

in a tent at the Coralville Reservoir. 

 
Although she is confined to a wheelchair, Laura is able 

to drive and accomplish daily tasks using her van. In 

August 2007, Laura joined the STAR Program and 

since that time has been living with her father in his 

mobile home. “I still consider myself homeless,” says 

Shelter House Volunteer Jim McCue 
For nearly 20 years, retiree Jim McCue has been doing 

what he can to help Shelter House clients achieve their 

goal of permanent, affordable housing. The former 

University of Iowa Professor of Religion and Global 

Studies served as a board member from 1989 to 2000 

and for the past eight years has been one of Shelter 

House’s most dedicated volunteers. 

 
Three mornings a week, Jim picks up and delivers the 

mail, answers the phone, runs errands and transports 

clients. “Shelter House provides a valuable service, has 

a nice atmosphere, and is an enjoyable place to    

volunteer,” says Jim. “There is a good staff and the 

leadership does an admirable job.”  

Overflow Project Survives Another Winter 

Throughout his years of involvement with Shelter 

House, Jim has seen a significant shift in the        

demographic makeup of shelter house clients from 

mostly single men to more women, children, and    

families. Jim says he’s also seen significant           

developments in the creation of career planning and 

other case management services.   

 

Without volunteers like Jim McCue, Shelter House 

wouldn’t be nearly as successful at helping their clients 

achieve stability and self sufficiency. For more       

information about volunteer opportunities at Shelter 

House, visit shelterhouseiowa.org/getinvolved. 

Laura. “Because I hate the idea of staying with my dad, 

with all these children.”   

 
In April of this year, Laura underwent knee replacement 

surgery on both of her legs and is optimistic about her 

future. “If all goes well, I will be walking around by 

Christmas time,” she says. Since joining the STAR 

Program, Laura has worked at the Vintage Shoppe and 

is currently at Goodwill Industries in Iowa City where 

she sorts and packs clothing. 

 
“I am just grateful to the STAR Program for giving me 

the support to get back into employment,” Laura says. 

“I am hoping that when the internship comes to an end, 

I will be able to get a regular job so that I don’t have to 

depend on disability benefits.” For more information 

about the STAR Program, call 319-338-5416. 

A profound thank you goes out to the area churches and their congregations who helped see our local homeless 

population through a particularly long and bitter winter. Through the Shelter House Overflow Project, these 

churches provided safe and warm overnight lodging to individuals not able to stay at the shelter due to lack of 

space. From November 2007 through March 2008, the Overflow Project provided 1,135 nights of shelter to 163 

men, women, and children. A special thanks to Interim Task Force Chair Christine Mullen and Overflow Shelter     

Coordinator Meg Kiekhaefer. 

 
Host congregations included: Congregational United Church of Christ, First Presbyterian, St. Thomas More,   

Trinity Episcopal, St. Mary’s, First United Methodist, First Christian Church, St. Mark’s United Methodist, Zion 

Lutheran, and First Christian Disciples of Christ. Support congregations included: New Life Community Church, 

Gloria Dei Lutheran, St. Andrew Presbyterian, Zion Lutheran, New Horizons United Methodist, Coralville United 

Methodist, Faith United Church of Christ, and Trinity Episcopal. 

Thanks to members of the First Presbyterian Church and the generosity of several local 

vendors, the Shelter House Facility at 331 N. Gilbert Street has received some much-needed 

attention.  

 
Repairs were made to broken and unfinished doors, walls, electrical outlets, and the upstairs 

shower. The main floor bathroom was also completed with labor and materials donated by 

Bea Day Plumbers, Plumb Supply, Nagle Lumber, and Lammers Construction. The donation 

of $1,500 from First Presbyterian was raised through their Alternative Gift Market which was 

held last December. 

Shelter Receives Much Needed Repairs 



 

 

6th Annual Shelter House Spring Gala 

The 6th Annual Shelter House Spring Gala was held on April 5, 2008, at 

Hotel Vetro and raised approximately $68,000 for the shelter’s operating 

budget. Among the many supporters in attendance were U.S. Congressman 

David Loebsack and State Representative Mary Mascher.  

 
Several awards were presented to some of our most dedicated supporters. 

Dale and Kay Prediger were given a wooden canoe paddle with the       

inscription “Thanks for Keeping Us Afloat!” The Predigers are avid canoeists 

and have generously established an endowment for the STAR Program.  

 
Judith Crossett was honored for her leadership and commitment to the 

annual books sale at Trinity Episcopal Church. Over the past nine years, 

this event has raised more than $23,000 for the new Shelter House facility. 

 
Special thanks to Presenting Sponsors Moen Group, Barker Apartments, 

Vangent, and Hotel Vetro. Thank you also to the volunteers and members of 

the steering committee who worked so hard to make this event happen - 

Chris Ledman, Victor Janey, Janet Accaraguei, Ross DeValois, Betty    

Norbeck, Pat Furchtenicht, Dottie Persson, Gay Mikelson, and most      

especially, Bobby Jett, Sarah Fletcher, and Katherine Burford. 

Fall Sponsors 

Leff Law Firm 

 
Spring Sponsors 

Al and Dottie Persson  Armond and Polly Pagliai 

Cedar County Democrats  Craig and Nancy Willis 

Creative Management, Inc.  Fred and Ginnie Woodard 

Iowa City Junior Service League  Iowa State Bank and Trust 

Mercy Hospital   Merit Electric 

RM Boggs    Ross and Mary DeValois 

Ruth and Scott Truhlar  Selzer-Werderitsch Associates 

The Maurus Family   Stuart and Lynn Weinstein 

Unitarian Universalist Society  Victor Janey and Mark Kimler 

 
Summer Sponsors 

AKAR (Sanjay and Jigna Jani)  Alan and Liz Swanson 

The Sandler Family   Parsons Properties 

TOB Management, Inc.  Todd and Lisa Jacobson 

W.R. and Joyce Summerwill 

 

Item Donors 

Active Endeavors   Al Axeen    Amity Westphalen   Art Mission 

Atlas    Austin Burke   Bagolita    Baldy’s Wraps 

Barbarella’s   Betsy and Keith Starman  Bill Roush    Birds Eye View 

Bobby Jett and Marc Moen  Body and Balance   Carlos O’Kelly’s   Catherine’s 

Clay and Madgetta Dungy  Congressman David Loebsack  Cook’s Jewelers   Coral Ridge Mall 

County Line Salon   Crissy Canganelli   D.J. Rinner   Dan Knight 

David Jacoby   Dawn’s Bead and Hide Away  Debra Kruse   Devotay 

Dick Blick    Dick Schwab   Discerning Eye   Domby’s 

Dottie and Al Persson  Dulcinea    Edward Furchtenicht   E’s Florals 

Every Bloomin’ Thing   Fitzone    Formosa    Governor Chet Culver 

Gay Mikelson and Mary Palmberg Hands Jewelers   Hawkeye-Harley Davidson  Iowa Artisans Gallery 

Iowa City Fitness   Iowa State Bank and Trust  Jan Friedman   Jeff Lipcamon 

Jim and Debbie Dreusicke  Jim and Mary Merchant  Joseph’s Restaurant   Julie Fitzpatrick 

Just Chocolate   Karen Kubby   Katherine Burford and Dick Schwab Kay Irelan 

Keith St. Louis   Leash on Life   Maggie Mowry and Ben Weideman Loret Mast 

Marcia Wegeman   Mary Westbrook   Mel Schlachter   Meta Home 

Michael Mauro   Monica Moen   North Dodge Athletic Club  Motley Cow 

Old Capitol Quilters’ Guild  Om    One Twenty-Six   Pat Furchtenicht 

Prairie Lights   Prairie Table   Red Head’s Restaurant  RSVP 

Rick and Rosanne Hopson  Ross and Mary DeValois  Sarah Fletcher   Sears 

Senator Tom Harkin   Shop 105    Simonsen Capital   Soap Opera 

Starbucks Coffee Co.   State Senator Joe Bolkcom  Sweets and Treats   Takanami 

Techigraphics   Ted and Kay Carpenter  The Art Mission   The Edge 

The Mansion   The Mill    Thomas Lanzansky Gallery  The Third Eye 

Tom and Sharon Savage  University of Iowa Football  UI Women’s Basketball  Velvet Coat 

Verde    Victor Janey and Mark Kimler  Wears Auctioneering   Vortex 

Welcome Home Gifts   West Music   Zenders Salon and Spa 

 

And Special Thanks to 

Bill Nusser, Brent Wears, and John Gross for selling their ties! 

September 14, 2008 Ice Cream Social and Volunteer Recognition 

   2-4 p.m., 429 Southgate Ave. 

November 15, 2008 Third Annual John’s Sleep-out 

November 16-22, 2008 National Week of Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 

April 18, 2009  Seventh Annual Spring Gala 

Upcoming Events 



 

 

114 E. Prentiss Street 
Iowa City, IA 52240 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT 24 

Each night men, women, and children who are homeless come to Shelter House in need, uncertain of their future, afraid, confused, and without 

hope.  At Shelter House, they find a safe, caring place for the night as well as support and hope for a brighter tomorrow.   

Please give today and help with extraordinary change in our community. 

 

$140 will sponsor a week of shelter and supportive services for someone trying to start their life 

$100 will sponsor the shelter’s women and children’s room 

$60 will sponsor a night of shelter and supportive services for a family in need 

$20 will sponsor a night of shelter and supportive services for a person who is homeless in our community. 

 

Name  ______________________________________________________ Amount enclosed ___________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________________ Phone  ____________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Shelter House and send to P.O. Box 3146, Iowa City, IA 52244 

 

For gifts made by credit card  (  ) Visa  (  ) Mastercard 

 

Card number ___________________________________ Name as it appears on card __________________________ 

 

Expiration date _____________    Zip code _________ 

 

For more information or to donate online please visit our website at www.shelterhouseiowa.org. 

YES! I want to support  

Shelter House Community Shelter  

& Transition Services 


